





SPECIAL OFFER

$8.Oo

PRE-SUPPORTING

Q A bid for the 56th WOI ]d
SCienCe Fiction Conventiorl

®

The Committee for Boston in 1998 is an operating name of Boston Convention Engineering Corporation (BCEC) a non-profit
Massachusetts corporation. BCEC is not affiliated with MCFI, which ran the last two Worldcons in Boston, or with NESFA.
World Science Fiction Convention and Worldcon are service mark of the World Science Fiction Society, an unincorporated literary society.
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Nicholas Shectman, Pat Vandenberg, & you...
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What is a Worldcon?

The Worldcon (or World Science Fiction Convention) is the premier science fiction and
fantasy convention. It has been held annually since 1939 (except for three years during World War
IT). The event includes almost all aspects of the field including talks and panels, an art show,
videos and movies, dealers selling related merchandise, costumes, and much more. Typical
attendance these days is the in the 6 to 7 thousand person range including all types of professionals
and enthusiasts.

The members of each Worldcon select the winners of the annual Hugo Awards, the most
prestigious awards in the science fiction field, which are presented at a ceremony during the
convention. In addition, each Worldcon normally has Guests of Honor which they have selected
and who are given special prominence in their publications and programming.

Worldcons are normally held from Thursday through Monday of Labor Day weekend if
they are in North America and usually held a couple of weeks earlier if they are outside North
America. All recent Worldcons have been organized on a non-profit basis and are some of the
largest events in the world entirely run with unpaid, volunteer labor.

What is “bidding”?

The operating committee and site for each Worldcon are chosen by popular vote of the
members of the Worldcon held three years earlier. If the science fiction and fantasy enthusiasts
(fans) in a city want to get the Worldcon assigned to them, they form a “bidding” committee to
solicit support. Such committees publish advertisements, hold parties, and otherwise promote
their bid.

The Committee for Boston in 1998 is such a committee.

Why 1998?

There is a “zone rotation” system in the rules which limits the eastern part of North America
to every third year. The 1989 Worldcon was held in Boston, Massachusetts, and the 1992
Worldcon was held in Orlando, Florida. The 1995 Worldcon site has already been selected as
Glasgow, Scotland (sites outside of North America can bid for any year). Thus, 1998 is the next
available eastern zone year.

In addition, very successful Worldcons were held in Boston in 1971, 1980, and 1989.
1998 would continue this tradition of a Boston Worldcon every nine years. (Note: Boston in
1998 is not affiliated with the organization which ran the last two Worldcons in Boston.)

How do I vote?

To vote in the 1998 site selection, you have to join the 1995 Worldcon, which is being held
in Glasgow. Like most Worldcons, it has adopted its own name which is “Intersection”.
Worldcons have two membership levels: Supporting and Attending. Supporting gets you all the
publications from a Worldcon and allows you to vote by mail. Attending membership, of course,
also includes the right to attend the convention in question. Supporting membership in Intersection
is $25. Their USA address is c/o Theresa R. Smith, PO Box 15430, Washington, DC 20003.

You will also have to pay a site selection voting fee when you vote. By voting in the 1998
site selection, you will automatically be a paid up Supporting member of the 1998 Worldcon,
regardless of who wins, and be able to vote for the Hugo Awards that year.

What is Pre-Supporting?

Most bids sell one or more levels of “pre-supporting memberships” to help pay for the
parties they run and otherwise fund their bidding efforts. These have no official status under the
rules so what you get is determined by the bidding committee.

Basic pre-supporting for the Committee for Boston in 1998 is currently $8.00 for which
you get a button, mention in a Boston in 1998 Worldcon Program Book advertisement, and entry
in a series of drawings for a free hotel room for five nights at the 1998 Worldcon if Boston and the
committee are selected. Each year until the vote there will be a drawing from the pre-supporters
who have not yet won so the earlier you pre-support, the more chances you have to win.
Additional benefits may be added later. However, we hope that you will pre-support Boston in
1998 not just for these benefits but because you want to help us to run for the 1998 Worldcon.




